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Our Mission: To Make Disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Our Vision: A Community of Hope for 

Every Generation 

The Messenger 

Our focus for the month of April is “Alive in Christ”.   
“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking 
the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that 

are on earth.” Colossians 3:1-2 



Pastor’s Reflections 

Alive in Christ 

How can we make Easter a day of surprises, 
a day of meaning, for people who think they 
have heard it all before? Easter calls us to be 
amazed at the power of our loving God and 
at the incredible gift that God has given us- 
new life, new hope. With the passage of 
Easter and the arrival of spring, the thoughts of many will turn to other 
exciting events such as planting, spring cleaning, camping, weddings, 
etc.  These occasions bring together many people and are excellent 
opportunities to share in the joy of God’s wonderful gift of grace.  How 
do we live in light of Christ’s resurrection? 
 

We need to help people remember and be empowered to be witnesses 
in the world. Easter allows us to make a difference in this God-blessed 
world.  The scriptures point to the best news of the Christian year: 
through the resurrection of Christ, we too shall live! In light of this 
news, we are called to live fully and deeply and we are called to proclaim 
our joy. 
 

New opportunities, new creation, new life. The newness Christ offers is 
a gift that comes from forgiveness and reconciliation. When we embrace 
and integrate these gifts into our lives, we are moved to celebrate and 
rejoice in the new beginnings. Eugene Peterson writes, “If you celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection only one day of the year, you’re missing something 
big. After the resurrection of Jesus, nothing is the same”. 

 

Our focus for the month of April is “Alive 
in Christ”. There is always a season of 
newness with God. We can trust in Christ 
and sing: “Because he lives, I can face 
tomorrow, because he lives, all fear is gone, 
because I know he holds the future and life 

is worth the living just because he lives.” ‘1Therefore if you have been 
raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth.’ Colossians 3:1-2 
 

May our lives reflect the depth of our gratitude to Jesus Christ and hope 
in service to God’s kingdom. 
 

Hope in the Lord! 

 

Pastor Eric Sayonkon 

 

Kids’ Gardening Club 

Ready to get dirty?  One Sunday a 
month after church we will spend 
an hour learning and working in 
the St. James Community 

Garden.  Students will have the 
chance to plant, tend and harvest 

in the garden that is given to the food bank.  We 
will also have lunch together.  A parent/guardian 
is required to attend with the child to supervise, 
young children will need that person to be in the 

garden with them.  Please talk to Christine 
Cappetta to register your child or if you would like 
to help provide supplies or lunch.  

     St. James Youth Group 
St James Youth will be participating in 
World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine April 
2-3. Our young people will grow closer 
to Christ and each other as they fast 
together for 30 hours and raise funds to 

fight hunger. What’s more, we’ll be challenging our 
students to be part of something bigger than 
themselves. To take action for God’s kingdom. To 
help save the lives of hungry kids. Just $35 can help 
feed and care for a child for a month.  Talk to Garrett 
Thomas or Jamie Upton on how you can support our 
youth with your pledge.   



  

Prayer Group 
Beginning on May 7, we will begin meeting 

to pray for our church, members and 
community as well as practice different 
types of prayers.  We will meet on the first 

Saturday of each month at 9 a.m. at the 
church.  Please talk to Christine Cappetta with questions 

or suggestions.   

With the passage of 
Easter and the arrival 
of spring, the thoughts 
of many will turn to 
other exciting events 
such as planting, 
spring cleaning, 
camping, weddings, 
etc.  These occasions 

bring together many people and are excellent 
opportunities to share in the joy of God’s wonderful gift 
of grace.   
We are called to live fully and deeply and we are called to 
proclaim our joy. 

The Iowa U.M. Camp and Retreat Team is ready to 
be back in the sunshine sharing about Christ’s love 
and making new, life-long friendships. If you’ve 
never been to camp before or have been coming for 
years, we have a new adventure awaiting you and 
your family. 
Get registered soon because we can’t wait to have 
the best week ever with you! To view the catalog 
or register online, visit www.iaumc.org/camps 

Summer Arts Camp  
(Vacation Bible School with a TWIST!) 

June 6
th 

- June 10
th 

Reserve your spot today! 

› Open to all children ages 3 (must be potty trained) through  

     the completion of 5
th
 grade 

› Check-in 8:45-9:00 

     Program 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
     Free lunch at noon (parents welcome!) 

› Early Bird Registration (until May 20)  

     $10 per child / $30 max per family 
     After May 20, $15 per child / $45 max per family 
     Scholarships are available 

› Older youth and adults are welcome to serve as volunteers! 

› Join us on June 5
th
 for the Kickoff and Ice Cream Social at  

    6:30 p.m.  All are welcome...FREE!!! 

St. James Men  
We’re going to meet the fourth Tuesday of each 
month. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 26. 
We’ll order pizza for dinner & do a little work 
around the church. Meet at 6.  

Worship during April  

Alive in Christ 

April 10th:   John: 20:24-30:   
When believing is hard 

April 17th:    Romans 6:4-11   
walking in new life 

April 24th:   Ephesians 2:1-10   
From death to life 

http://www.iaumc.org/!IFukvMAoqKIoejHJH5qGFedHDtGqkCR9ISOCeesOmXx7nGcKcJDH9MkvO4Ch0QvAw


Worship Ministry Schedule for April 3 - May 1 

Find us on Facebook 

Regular 

highlights and 
prayers are 
shared 

throughout the week on 
the St James page, so 

click “like” to join in! 

We Continue to Collect… 

1) cans & bottles to raise funds for Food 4 Kids (Morningside Elem 
Backpack program). Containers are at the north entrance. 

       if the church is locked when you’re here to drop off cans, you 
can bring them to Delzell’s (2550 S. Cypress), or call Doug & Kay 
and they’ll come to pick them up. 

2) your unwanted cell phones and ink jet cartridges. A small basket is 
located in the hall by the nursery to collect these items. 

3) eyeglasses - there’s a basket in the hall by the nursery for these. 
4) There’s also a basket in the hall by the nursery for supplies for 

CSADV.  
5)There are bins for items for Morningside Elementary School…

HyVee receipts, and Box Tops for Education labels. 

       April 3 
             ***  reverence (8:00 a.m.) 
Greeter –  Julie Luhr 
              ***   spirit (9:00 a.m.) sacred (11:00 a.m.) 
Ushers –     Vern & Mary Ann Yates 
 John Carter 
 Paula Bonham 
Greeters –   Roy & Karen Wascher 
Acolyte –  Jaidan Johnson  
Communion Assistants (April 3) –   
 St. James Youth St. James Youth  
Nursery –    (4/3) –  
Connection Point – Shirley McKnight 

Worship Feedback – (for whichever worship time you attend) 
April 3: Matthew & Christine Cappetta, Marge Clausen, Marcia Crabb 
   

April 10 & 17 
             ***  reverence (8:00 a.m.) 
Greeter –  Jessi Kunkel 
              ***   spirit (9:00 a.m.) sacred (11:00 a.m.) 
Ushers –     Jenny Jorgensen 
 Annette Mast 
Greeters –   Yvette Boysen, Ava & Kinsey 
 Mary Ferrari 
Acolyte –  Lukas Langley 
Nursery –    (4/10) – Shirley McKnight 
  (4/17) –  
Connection Point – Evelyn St. Peter 

Worship Feedback – (for whichever worship time you attend) 
April 10: Duane Griep, Joe & Mary Lou Haindfield, Stephanie Sides 
April 17: April Hesse & Taylor, Paula Bonham, Mary Ferrari 

 

April 24 & May 1 
             ***  reverence (8:00 a.m.) 
Greeter –   
              ***   spirit (9:00 a.m.) sacred (11:00 a.m.) 
Ushers –     Sylvia Hinrickson 
 Stephanie Sides 
Greeters –    
Acolyte –  Isaac Langley  
Communion Assistants (May 1) –   
 Evelyn St. Peter 
 Sylvia Hinrickson 
Nursery –    (4/24) –  
 (5/1) –  
Connection Point – Shirley McKnight 

Worship Feedback – (for whichever worship time you attend) 
April 24: Sylvia Hinrickson, Maxine Johnston, Miles Knudson 
May 1: Wayne & Dorothy Masters, Roger & Jennifer Lorenzen 

Announcements are now being sent through Mail 
Chimp from “Mary Ott”.   
If you’re not receiving them each Friday and 
would like to start, let the church office know  
(276-2667 or scsaintjames@aol.com). 

how to contact us - 
 

 church email - - 
      scsaintjames@aol.com 
 

 church website - - 
      www.stjamessc.org 
 

 church phone - - 
      (712)-276-2667 
 

 church address - -  
      2032 S. Cypress St. 
      Sioux City, IA  51106 
 

 office hours - - 
      9:00 am-noon Monday 
      9:00 am-1:00 pm Tues & Thu 
      11:00 am-4:00 pm Wed 
      8:00 am-noon Friday 

Contact Information for Pastor Eric 

Rev. Dr. Eric Sayonkon  

Phone: 515-421-0929 

Email: eric.sayonkon@iaumc.net 

Custodians at St. James  
Please contact Mike Smith 
(218-340-6313) or Sara 
Williams Gill (712-251-0861) if 
you need assistance to get in 
the church or with set up for 
church functions.  Thanks. 



Prayer Concerns 

 - look in the pews for prayer cards, if needed - 
Prayers of Praise 

◊ Celebration of the marriage of Skylar and Katie Jorgensen with 
Grace & Drew as family. 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Comfort 

◊  John St. Peter’s sister, Mary – diagnosed with lymphoma  
◊  Royce & Charlene Barnum’s son-in-law, Roland - leukemia 
◊  Annette Mast’s friend’s nephew, Shane & his family - Shane 

was injured in the explosion in Hinton 
◊  Mabel Lauridsen & her family - her daughter, Karen passed 

away 2/29 
◊  Regina Ireland - complications from her C-section 
◊  Jim Sorensen - surgery 3/15 
◊  Eboni’s aunt, Sheila Houston – rehabilitation from nursing 

home to  
◊  Vivian Johnston  
◊  Royce Barnum  
 

Long-Term Prayers 
◊ Ken Peterson, former pastor of St James - treatment for cancer  
◊ Laura Dam’s daughter, Karen Johnson - treatment for cancer 
◊ Roger Lorenzen - treatment for lymphoma 
◊ Phyllis Bennett’s son-in-law, Bob - cancer  
◊ Mary Miller’s sister, Jane - cancer 
◊ Mary Miller’s niece, Mandy  - cancer 
◊ David Noble  
◊ Kay Delzell’s sister, Jeanne Devine - recovering from cancer  
◊ George Mueller - cancer 
◊ Kids impacted by the Food 4 Kids program 
 

Prayer concerns may be added or updated by contacting Pastor Eric 
or Mary at 276-2667 or scsaintjames@aol.com or by filling out a 
prayer card (located in the pews). Newsletter Announcements for May 

The May Messenger will be published the week of April 25th.  
Please turn in your announcements by Sunday, April 24.  Lay 
them on Mary’s desk or email them to scsaintjames@aol.com. 

Scholarship Applications are Now Available 
They’re on the wooden desk in the corner office, 
or contact the church office (712-276-2667 or 
scsaintjames@aol.com) if you’d like to have one 
emailed to you.  
Please have your Scholarship Applications turned 
in by May 1

st
, 2016.   

***Applications that are turned in late will not be considered.*** 

Praying for God’s Will to be done God’s Way and in God’s Time 
The United Methodist Church 2016 General Conference 

begins May 10, 2016.  Join the Prayer Community for the 
United Methodist Church and 2016 General Conference. 

This movement serves as a response to the most important 
request recorded in scripture, “Lord, teach us to pray.” We invite you – 
delegates, bishops, clergy, laity, congregations, and small groups across 
the denomination – into spiritual preparation for General Conference. 

Thank You 
A huge thank you for those that 

helped set up, clean up, made pizzas, 
sold pizzas and bought pizzas to 
support St. James Scholarships! 

St. James Community Garden Receives Grant  
This spring, Hy-Vee, Inc. has awarded 164 One 
Step Garden Grants totaling $164,000 to 
community organizations and Hy-Vee stores as 
part of the Hy-Vee One Step program.  St. James 
is the recipient of a $1,000 grant that will go 
toward improvements in our St. James 
Community Garden.  We will be adding several 
items to the garden to help increase quality and 

quantity of the produce planted.  We also purchased items to 
help make weed control better and harvesting easier.  With any 
funds left, we will add more perennial plants as well as plants to 
help with natural pest   control.  Anyone interested in helping in 
any way, whether it's planting, weeding, harvesting, etc., please 
contact Christine Cappetta, Aggie Clausen or Jenny Jorgensen. 

District Conference 
Northwest District Conference will be held Sunday, April 24, 
2016, from 3:00-5:30 p.m..  It will be at the Aurelia United 
Methodist Church in Aurelia, IA. 





Three Services, Three Styles 
St James offers three worship times and styles each 

Sunday for you to be inspired: 
  reverence – 8:00 am –  
              a 30-minute prayer service 
 

 spirit – 9:00 am –  
                        our liveliest worship with contemporary  
                        songs  

 

 sacred – 11:00 am –  
             traditional worship rooted in song  
                         and liturgy 

 

And join us for fellowship and snacks— 
                          from 10:00 until 11:00 

Council on Ministries and 
Single Board Meetings 

If you’re interested in knowing what’s been happening, you’ll find 

notes and minutes of many of the past meetings, including financial 

information, in the church library. 

St James Single Board meets on the third Tuesday of odd-numbered 

months at 6:00 p.m. 

Council on Ministries meets on the second Tuesday of even-

numbered months at 6:00 p.m. 

These meetings are open for anyone to attend.  Only members of the 

Board or Council may vote on issues.   


