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Our Mission: To Make Disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Our Vision: A Community of Hope for 

Every Generation 

The Messenger 

When Jesus died on the cross he expressed his love for the world. 
Jesus came to tell us we’re precious in the sight of God. Jesus 
came to give us hope. God’s promise is real. Christ has been 
raised! Darkness and sin have been defeated. Our renewal is 
possible because of the resurrection of Christ and love of God.  



Pastor’s Reflections 

OUR LIVING HOPE 

“But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 
behold, he is going before you to Galilee; 
there you will see him. See, I have told you.’ 
8 So they departed quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples” (Matthew 28:5-8). 
 

Easter is about renewal and promise, the promise of spring, the 
renewing of life to nature around us and our renewal in the celebration 
of Easter. Easter, for the church is the most important of the holidays. 
The celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it is the event that 
changed everything. “The message of Easter is that God’s new world 
has been unveiled in Jesus Christ and that you’re now invited to belong 
to it.” The early church went out proclaiming the good news of Jesus 
Christ because of the resurrection. As a result, no longer are we 
concerned with personal survival as a life-goal, but we are focused on 
losing ourselves for the sake of Christ’s love and mission in the world.  
When Jesus died on the cross he expressed his love for the world. Jesus 
came to tell us we’re precious in the sight of God. Jesus came to give us 
hope. God’s promise is real. Christ has been raised! Darkness and sin 
have been defeated. Our renewal is possible because of the resurrection 

of Christ and love of God.  
Easter is about the power of God 
to bring the dead to new life. 
There is hope to live for, and 
nothing to fear. N. T. Wright 
writes, “The resurrection 
completes the inauguration of 

God’s kingdom. . . . It is the decisive event demonstrating that God’s 
kingdom really has been launched on earth as it is in heaven.”  It is the 
living hope that enables us to serve and live out our mission to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Have a 
blessed Easter!  Rejoice! Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
 

Hope in the Lord!  
 

Pastor Eric Sayonkon 

 

Day of Prayer and Self-Denial 
United Methodist Women will observe the Call to 
Prayer and Self Denial at their March meeting.  There 
will be someone praying throughout the day on March 
3

rd
, ending with the UMW meeting at 7:00 that 

evening.  Please consider signing up for one of the 
half-hour prayer times during that day.  The sign-up 
sheet is at the Connection Point or call the office (276-
2667) and Mary will add your name to the list.   
There will be a place set up in the sanctuary for prayer 
or you may spend that time praying at home.   

     St. James Youth Group 
St James Youth will be participating in 
World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine April 
2-3. Our young people will grow closer 
to Christ and each other as they fast 
together for 30 hours and raise funds 

to fight hunger. What’s more, we’ll be challenging our 
students to be part of something bigger than 
themselves. To take action for God’s kingdom. To 
help save the lives of hungry kids. Just $35 can help 
feed and care for a child for a month.  Talk to Garrett 
Thomas or Jamie Upton on how you can support our 
youth with your pledge.   



  

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 13! 
Set your clocks 1 hour ahead  
before you go to bed Saturday night, 
March 12! 

        HOPE Group Studies during Lent 
HOPE Group studies are on Wednesdays at 6:00 
pm and Sundays at 10:15 with video, John: The 
Gospel of Light and Life, as we journey through 
the gospel of John. You are encouraged to be 
part of the studies as we dig through God’s word. 

Worship in March 
“REASON TO BELIEVE: WhO IS jESuS?” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*March 6 - John 4:1-15:  YOu’LL NEVER BE ThIRSTY AgAIN 
 

*MARCH 13 - JOHN 6 :24-35: Jesus, the Bread of Life 
 

*March 20 - john 13:31-38: will you lay down your life? 
 

March 24 - Maundy Thursday -  6:00 p.m. worship 
 John 13:1-20 
 Washing feet: loving more, serving more. 
 

March 25 good Friday - 6:00 p.m. Worship 
 message of the cross 
 

March 27 easter Sunday -  
 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service at memorial park 
 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. at St. James 
  john 20:1-18:  THE GREAT HOPE 

Forward In Faith! 
Sunday, February 28 was Commitment Sunday for our 

"Forward in Faith!" capital campaign but there's still 

time for you to make your pledge!  Mail or turn your 

pledge card in to the church office (2032 S. Cypress 

St., Sioux City, IA  51106) or if you need a pledge 

card give the office a call(712-276-2667) and Mary will 

send one to you for you to fill out. 

A huge thank you to all those 

who have turned in their 

pledges!  This is such an 

exciting time.  St James is at 

a crossroads of opportunity 

and possibility. God is at 

work among us.  

It won’t be long before flowers are blooming 
and green grass is coming up again, and soon 
the warmth of summer will bring with it the 
joy and fun of summer camp. 
The Iowa U.M. Camp and Retreat Team is 
ready to be back in the sunshine sharing about 
Christ’s love and making new, life-long 
friendships. If you’ve never been to camp 
before or have been coming for years, we have 
a new adventure awaiting you and your family. 
Get registered soon because we can’t wait to 
have the best week ever with you! To view the 
catalog or register online, visit 
www.iaumc.org/camps 

http://www.iaumc.org/!IFukvMAoqKIoejHJH5qGFedHDtGqkCR9ISOCeesOmXx7nGcKcJDH9MkvO4Ch0QvAw


Worship Ministry Schedule for March 6 - April 3 

Find us on 
Facebook. 

Regular highlights 
and prayers are 

shared throughout 
the week on the  

St James page, so 
click “like”  
to join in! 

We Continue to Collect… 

1) cans & bottles to raise funds for Food 4 Kids (Whittier Elementary 
Backpack program). Containers are at the north & south entrances.  

       if the church is locked when you’re here to drop off cans, you 
can bring them to Delzell’s (2550 S. Cypress), or call Doug & Kay 
and they’ll come to pick them up. 

2) your unwanted cell phones and ink jet cartridges. A small basket is 
located in the hall by the nursery to collect these items. 

3) eyeglasses - there’s a basket in the hall by the nursery for these. 
4) There’s also a basket in the hall by the nursery for supplies for 

CSADV.  
5)There are bins for items for Whittier Elementary School…HyVee 

receipts, and Box Tops for Education labels. 

6)There’s a gray bin to collect items for the Sioux City Ronald 
McDonald house  

       March 6 
             ***  reverence (8:00 a.m.) 
Greeter –  Edy Rodberg 
              ***   spirit (9:00 a.m.) sacred (11:00 a.m.) 
Ushers –    Tom & Amy Eaton 
Greeters –   Eboni Sayonkon, Luke & Abigail 
 Pam Pottorff 
Acolyte –  Abigail & Luke Sayonkon  
Communion Assistants (March 6) –   
 Annette Mast  
 Dave & Jenny Williams  
Nursery –    (3/6) –   
Connection Point – Shirley McKnight 

Worship Feedback – (for whichever worship time you attend) 
March 6: Jackie Butler, Jamie Clark, Sara Williams Gill, Julie Luhr 

  

March 13 & 20 
             ***  reverence (8:00 a.m.) 
Greeter –  Jessi Kunkel 
              ***   spirit (9:00 a.m.) sacred (11:00 a.m.) 
Ushers –     Sharon Shook  
 Aggie Clausen 
Greeters –   Doug & Kay Delzell Jim & Vonnie Clark 
 Sylvia Hinrickson 
Acolyte –  Abby Rosendahl  
Nursery –    (3/13) – Shirley McKnight 
  (3/20) –  
Connection Point – Annette Mast 

Worship Feedback – (for whichever worship time you attend) 
March 13: Mike & Sarah Archer & Courtney Wallace, Rita Heusinkveld,  
March 20: Rachelle Barnum, Roger & Dianne Beck, Jay & Christy Menke  
 

March 27 & April 3 
             ***  reverence (8:00 a.m.) 
Greeter –  Edy Rodberg 
              ***   spirit (9:00 a.m.) sacred (11:00 a.m.) 
Ushers –     Vern & Mary Ann Yates 
 John Carter 
Greeters –   Roy & Karen Wascher 
Acolyte –  Jaidan Johnson  
Communion Assistants (April 3) –   
 Sharon Shook Joe & Janet Grossnickle 
 Jenny Jorgensen  
Nursery –    (3/27) –  
 (4/3) –   
Connection Point –  

Worship Feedback – (for whichever worship time you attend) 
March 27: Joyce Bennett, Roger & Penny Burgett, Steve & Linda Camarigg 
April 3: Matthew & Christine Cappetta, Marge Clausen, Marcia Crabb 

Announcements are now being sent through Mail 
Chimp from “Mary Ott”.   
If you’re not receiving them each Friday and 
would like to start, let the church office know  
(276-2667 or scsaintjames@aol.com). 

how to contact us - 
 

 church email - - 
 scsaintjames@aol.com 
 

 church website - - 
 www.stjamessc.org 
 

 church phone - - 
 (712)-276-2667 
 

 church address - -  
 2032 S. Cypress St. 
 Sioux City, IA  51106 
 

 office hours - - 
 9:00 am-noon Monday 
 9:00 am-1:00 pm Tues & Thur 
 11:00 am-4:00 pm Wednesday 
 8:00 am-noon Friday 

Contact Information for Pastor Eric 

Rev. Dr. Eric Sayonkon  

Phone: 515-421-0929 

Email: eric.sayonkon@iaumc.net 



Prayer Concerns 

 - look in the pews for prayer cards, if needed - 
Prayers of Praise 

◊  
Prayers for Health, Healing, and Comfort 

◊  Kay Delzell’s sister, Jo - suffered a major stroke 2/18 
◊  Family & friends of Linda Moe - Linda passed away 2/18   
◊  Family & friends of Shirley Bartels - Shirley passed away 2/17   
◊  Prayers for our church, our programs and our people  
 

Long-Term Prayers 
◊ Ken Peterson, former pastor of St James - treatment for cancer  
◊ Laura Dam’s daughter, Karen Johnson - treatment for cancer 
◊ Roger Lorenzen - treatment for lymphoma 
◊ Phyllis Bennett’s son-in-law, Bob - cancer  
◊ Mary Miller’s sister, Jane - cancer 
◊ Mary Miller’s niece, Mandy  - cancer 
◊ David Noble  
◊ Kay Delzell’s sister, Jeanne Devine - recovering from cancer  
◊ George Mueller - cancer 
◊ Kids impacted by the Food 4 Kids program 
 

Prayer concerns may be added or updated by contacting Pastor 
Eric or Mary at 276-2667 or scsaintjames@aol.com. 

         Winter Weather Policy 
With winter weather upon us, here are some 
ways to keep up-to-date with any weather-
related news at St James.  Remember, always 
use your best judgment in traveling to any 
event or activity.   

In general, if school activities are cancelled for a day or an 
evening, St James will also cancel or postpone activities.  

Newsletter Announcements for April 
The April Messenger will be published the week of March 26th.  
Please turn in your announcements by Sunday, March 27.  Lay 
them on Mary’s desk or email them to scsaintjames@aol.com. 

››› New Custodians at St. James <<< 
Please contact Mike Smith at 218-340-6313 or Sara 
Williams Gill at 712-251-0861 if you need assistance 
to get in the church or with set up for church functions. 
Thanks. 

Baby Shower! 
Grace Gillispie Circle is hosting a 
baby shower for Michelle (Bennett) 
Mogensen on Sunday, March 6

th
 

beginning at 2:00 pm. 
It’s at St. James, 2032 So. Cypress. 
We are asking that you bring a book 
for the baby instead of a card.  
Michelle is registered at Target. 
Any and all ladies are invited. 

Thank You 
We want to thank you all for your 
prayers and your expressions of 
sympathy for Dick's brother, Bruce. 
He lost his battle with cancer. God 
Bless you all.  
Dick and Virginia Wightman The St James Single Board is looking for 

committed individuals ready to provide their 

leadership and spiritual gifts to the St. James 

Family. There are open positions on both Single 

Board and Council on Ministries.  If you are 

interested in a position, please contact Christy 

Menke, Lay Leader at christymmenke@yahoo.com, 712-899-

6546 or complete a form at the Connection Point. 

Nominations need to be in by Sunday March 6. You may 

nominate yourself or nominate others who you feel may be a 

good fit in a leadership position. This is your opportunity to 

offer yourself to the mission and vision of the St. James 

Family!  I ask each of you to prayerfully consider what you or 

someone you know may bring to the future of the church!  





Three Services, Three Styles 
St James offers three worship times and styles each 

Sunday for you to be inspired: 
  reverence – 8:00 am –  
              a 30-minute prayer service 
 

 spirit – 9:00 am –  
                        our liveliest worship with contemporary  
                        songs  

 

 sacred – 11:00 am –  
             traditional worship rooted in song  
                         and liturgy 

 

And join us for fellowship and snacks— 
                          8:30 until 9:00 and 10:00 until 11:00.  

March 24, Maundy Thursday 
 6:00 p.m. worship - John 13:1-20 
 Washing Feet: Loving More, Serving More. 
 

March 25, Good Friday  
 6:00 p.m. Worship 
 Message of the Cross 
 

March 27, Easter Sunday - John 20:1-18 
 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service at Memorial Park 
 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. at St. James 
  THE GREAT HOPE 


